Journalism becoming deadlier 
BNE: Journalists around the world are facing ever more increasing dangers, according to media watchdog Reporters without Borders (RSF)*. In a statement delivered on World Press Freedom Day, RSF reported that 53 correspondents were killed last year, most being murdered, making 2004 the deadliest year since 1995. RSF released an “Enemies of Press Freedom Blacklist” on its website in “an attempt to name all those who have personally committed crimes or grave offences against journalists or media and who are still unpunished.” The organization stated: “It may never have been as dangerous to inform people.…Freedom of the press is far from being assured around the world.”
Iraq, unsurprisingly, was cited as the world’s most dangerous country for journalists. A total of 56 reporters have been killed there in two years, compared with 49 deaths during the 1991-1995 wars in Yugoslavia. Vietnam is the costliest war: a total of 63 journalists were killed, but that was over a 20-year period from 1955 to 1975. Asia is the second deadliest place to report from, with sixteen journalist deaths last year. RSF put their spotlight on three countries: “Denouncing the corruption of elected officials or investigating crime turned out to be fatal for journalists in Bangladesh, Philippines and Sri Lanka.” Meanwhile, in Pakistan yesterday, nine journalists were injured when police baton charged them during a press freedom rally. RSF says violence is a “daily reality” for Pakistani journalists.

1. TOPICS: Look at the following list of news topics. Choose three you would love to report on and three you have zero interest in. 
	business
sport
weather
gossip
	Hollywood and movies
computers and technology
health
World News
	politics
motoring
local news
the Arts


2. COOL JOB: Being an international correspondent sounds like a cool job. Which of the following “perks” of the job sound most appealing or attractive to you? 

a. You get to travel around the world.

b. Your friends and family see you on TV.

c. You get to see amazing things happening.

d. You meet world leaders.

e. You have the opportunity to change people’s lives with your reports.

f. The money must be good.

g. Telling people you’re an international correspondent sounds cool.

h. You can tell the world the truth about tyrants and dictators.

i. You see history in the making.

3. DISCUSSION:
a. Did you like this article?

b. Do you have more respect for journalists after reading this article?

c. Would you like to be a journalist?

d. What qualities are needed to be a top journalist?

e. Do you have what it takes to be a journalist?

f. Are there any particular journalists you respect?

g. What kind of lifestyle do you envisage an international correspondent to have?

h. Which news agencies or TV stations have the best journalists?

i. How important are journalists?

j. What kind of journalism is bad journalism?

k. Are the paparazzi real journalists?

l. Why do people want to report the news knowing their lives may be in danger?

m. Would you have gone to Iraq as an embedded journalist during the Iraq War?

n. If you turned to journalism, on which topic would you report?

o. Can you think of a more interesting job than a BBC or CNN world affairs reporter?

p. Which is better, CNN or the BBC?

q. Can you trust the truthfulness of journalism in your country?

r. Is there freedom of the press in your country?

s. Is there freedom of the press in countries like the USA or the UK?

t. Did you like this discussion?

u. Teacher / Student additional questions.

